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Maritime Matters in Washington

WASHINGTON got it done. Really.

The House and Senate produced,
and the president will sign, surface
transportation authorization legislation
that sets the programs and funding
for highway, transit and related
infrastructure-hereafter referred to as
MAP-21 (“Moving Ahead for Progress
in the 21st Century”). The bill, H.R.
4348, won bipartisan approval of both
chambers by large margins.

The importance of the roughly
$52 billion per year measure can be
gauged by the fact that States and
transportation agencies utterly depend
on the bill for system maintenance
and improvement funding. It also
sets national policy for everything
from truck size and weight to reducing
transportation emissions.

MAP-21 is the successor to the
2005 SAFETEA-LU. Arguably, it is
a significant successor. It includes
some reforms recommended by
congressionally established policy
commissions. It also contains
freight and channel maintenance
provisions that are, in their own way,
groundbreaking.

Back in 2005 the House and
Senate negotiations that produced
SAFETEA-LU cut the one major freight
infrastructure funding provision from
the bill. It took no time for the Freight
Stakeholders Coalition to regroup and
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The Noreaster transiting LIS to discharge gasoline at Motiva Terminals in New Haven, CT

Marine Pilot Captain Charles Jonas boarding motor tanker Noreaster
via rope ladder from pilot boat.
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resume work to get-seven years later-freight policy
provisions in the next surface transportation bill.

Today there is reason to celebrate. While a $2 billion
National Freight Program didn’t survive the conference
some freight provisions were adopted.

e The Secretary is authorized to reduce the non-
Federal share of a project’'s cost if it meets
criteria for improving freight mobility.

e A National Freight Policy is established with
goals to improve the “condition and performance
of the national freight network,” to consist of
important freight routes to be designated by the
Transportation Secretary.

e USDOT is to prepare a National Freight Strategic
Plan, in consultation with States and public and
private stakeholders, to identify freight gateways
and corridors (and bottlenecks), future freight
volumes, and needed improvements.

e USDOT is to report on the condition of the
freight network and improve data and planning
tools to support outcome-oriented infrastructure
investments.

e States are encouraged to develop freight plans
and organize freight advisory committees.

* The bill also increases to $1 billion the popular
TIFIA credit assistance program and authorizes
$500 million for Projects of National and Regional
Significance. Both have been particularly helpful
in financing large freight related projects.
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The other noteworthy provision in MAP-21 isn’t
nearly as significant but deserves a mention. It
brings attention to the underfunding of port channels
and the continuing Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund
problem. House and Senate sponsors of the RAMP Act
legislation made every effort to get strong language in
the transportation bill. However the final product is just
“sense of Congress” language that reminds the White
House and Congress that the full measure of HMTF
resources should be spent each

year to keep U.S. port channels at their most
efficient. Still it is a positive development. For the first
time the Congress acknowledges the need to make
full use of the shipper-paid revenues to maintain the
underwater highways. Only time will tell if it will result
in greater funding in budgets to come.

MAP-21 isn’t all that it should and could be. Above
all it doesn’t fund the nation’s transportation needs at
levels required. But let’'s be grateful for what we got.
In today’s hyper-partisan Washington the House and
Senate produced major infrastructure legislation on a
bipartisan basis.

Paul Bea is a government relations and policy
aadvisor in Washington, DC. He chairs the marine
highway advocacy group, The Coastwise Coalition, and
discusses marine transportation system matters at
www.MTSmatters.com.
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MARINE BUNKERING

Vessel fueling throughout New England
All fuel grades: ULSD, MDO, MGO, IFO, Bunker “C”
U.S.C.G Certified
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Hire Our Returning Veterans: Resources

Office for Veterans’ Workforce Development (OVWD)
Mr. Terry Brennan, Director (860) 263-6514

Link: http://www.ctdol.state.ct.us/veterans/vetreps.htm

The Office of Military Affairs
Mr. Robert Ross,

Executive Director

(860) 270-8074
bob.ross@ct.gov

Link: http://www.ct.gov/oma/site/default.asp

An Act Promoting Economic Growth

And Job Creation In Connecticut -.HB 6801
Streamline and increase existing tax credits for new
hires ($500/hire) and the unemployed, veterans and
the disabled ($900/hire).

Link: http://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/
cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&bill_
num=6801&which_year=2011&SUBMIT1.
x=0&SUBMIT1.y=0&SUBMIT1=Normal

Federal Resources
VOW to Hire Heroes Act of 2011 Creates New Benefit for
Unemployed Veterans.

This legislation offers a tax credit up to $5,600 for
companies that hire veterans who have been unemployed
six months or longer. Hiring a veteran with a service-
connected disability bumps the credit up to $9,600.

Link: http://courtney.house.gov/index php?option=com_
content&view=article&id=6533&Itemi
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Certified Steel and Aluminum
Welding and Fabrication
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Two Drydocks Available — Newly Expanded Number 2 Drydock

P.O. Box 791 New London, CT 06320
(860) 442-5349 www.thamesshipyard.com

CMC Membership Includes Diverse
State Maritime Interests

Organized in 2000, the Connecticut Maritime Coalition
is a non-profit trade association advocating for
Connecticut’s Maritime Industry. Our members include:

Briarpatch Enterprises, Inc.
Joseph Gilbert, 203.876.8923, hiddenemp@aol.com

The Bridgeport & Port Jefferson Steamboat Company
Frederick Hall, 631-473-0286, FHall@McAllisterTowing.com

Blakeslee Arpaia Chapman, Inc.
John Fucci, 203-483-2954, jfucci@BAC-INC.com

Cross Sound Ferry Services, Inc.
Adam Wronowski, 860-625-4824, adam@Iongislandferry.com

Connecticut Maritime Association, Inc.

Donald Frost, 203-406-0106, dbfrost@optonline.net
Connecticut State Pilots, Inc.

Capt. Charles Jonas, 516-319-5069, cpjonas@optonline.net

Empire Fisheries, LLC
Joseph Gilbert, 203-876-8923, hiddenemp@aol.com

Gateway Terminal
Tom Dubno, 203-467-1997, tdubno@gatewayt.com

Gwenmor Marina & Marine Contracting Inc.
Christian McGugan, 860-536-0281, Christian@gwenmor.com

GZA GeoEnvironmental, Inc.

Dan Kinard, 860-286-8900, dan.kinard@gza.com

Interport Pilots Agency, Inc.

Captain Louis Bettinelli, 732-787-5554, loubett@optonline.net
Moran Towing Corporation

Aislinn Pitchford, 203-442-2800, aislinn@morantug.com

New England Shipping Company, Inc.
David Pohorylo, 203-467-2423, dpohorylo@newenglandshipping.com

New Haven Port Authority
Judi Sheiffele, Ex.Dir., 203-946-6778, JSheiffe@newhavenct.net

New Haven Terminal
Michael Vasaturo, 203-468-0805, vpusec@aol.com

Port Security Services
Ralph Gogliettino,800-762-9147, Ralph@portsecurity.us

Santa Energy Corporation
Thomas Santa, 203-362-3332, SantaT@santaenergy.com

Schooner, Inc.
Kristen Andrews, 203-865-1737, kristen.andrews@schoonerinc.org

Sea Support, Inc.
Ralph Gogliettino, 203-467-1590, Ralph@seasupport.biz

Thames Towboat Co.
Richard MacMurray, 860-443-7394, rich@longislandferry.com

Thames Shipyard & Repair Co.
Stan Mickus, 860-460-8437, stanmickus@longislandferry.com

Underwater Construction Corporation
James Swiggart, 860-853-8956, jswiggart@uccdive.com
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Port Security Services can
provide maritime focused
security services for your vessel
or corporate security needs

The Connecticut Maritime Coalition is a non-profit trade
association facilitating the competitiveness of Connecticut’s
maritime industries. Our member network is mostly

composed of small and medium-sized businesses. throughout the US. Whether
, . s e e, security vessels, officers, plannin
The Connecticut Maritime Coalition’s mission is to or train!i,ng we stand readypto mee%
advocate for Connecticut’s maritime industry. your needs. We offer FREE shore
To join the Connecticut Maritime Coalition or to advertise your leave services in many ports.
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Advocating for Connecticut’s Maritime Industry



